Media Release

Mental health bill welcomed by families

[bookmark: _GoBack]Carer organisations Mental Health Carers Arafmi and Carers WA, and community advocacy group MentalHealthMatters2, welcome the long-awaited Mental Health Bill which when passed by Parliament will replace the existing outdated Mental Health Act.

In particular we welcome those provisions in the Bill which recognise that people with mental health issues, together with their families and carers have the central role in mental health.

The Bill will legislate for only a small portion of people who require care and treatment for their mental illness – those needing to be involuntarily admitted to mental health services at particular times of their illness.

Notwithstanding this, the legislated participation and other rights it will accord to families and carers send the clear message that the community believes that besides people with the mental illnesses, it is the carers and families who are the most knowledgeable in the day to day issues surrounding their loved ones illnesses.  No-one knows them, their care needs, what treatment works and their personalities better than their families and carers.

In 2008 the Coroner said in an inquest on someone who died from suicide, “This case has highlighted the importance of mental health professionals communicating well with family members and taking into account the views of family members when making assessments as to the mental health of their patients.”

Those provisions of the Bill that enable this Coroner recommendation to become the norm rather than the exception are most welcome.
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